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instigation of our enemies here, they may recall them
again, and therefore I work therein as secretly as pos-
sible." *

As a matter of fact, this coveted designation remained
the exclusive property of the French monarch ; and more
than half a century afterwards the ambassador of Charles
II tried to turn his French colleague de la Haye's dis-
grace at the Porte to his own account: "I have used all
means and neglected no endeavours to add this honour
to my master, for when I saw the French interest here
decline and then slighted, and at last to be quite thrown
off, and the Ambassador himself after disgraced to be
dismissed by command, without his letters of revocation
from his King, I thought it a fit opportunity to catch
up the honour which he had managed with such ill suc-
cess/' Among other things, he strove, in renewing the
Capitulations, " to make new additions and insert the
title of Padishah, which was anciently granted to the
French king/' 2 But his efforts proved no more suc-
cessful than those of James Fs representative had been.

If the Turk's obstinate refusal of this honour to princes
with whom he was on excellent terms vexed their en-
voys, his continued bestowal of it on a monarch whom
he insulted so outrageously in the persons of his ambassa-
dors filled them with perplexity. As common sense was
unable to solve the riddle, romance was invoked to pro-
vide a solution. It was said that once upon a time a fair
French lady found her way into the Grand Signer's
harem and heart. She was made a Sultana, thus estab-
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